












TV House of the Dragon
If evenings have lacked a certain 
excitement since the end of Game 
of Thrones, get ready for another 
epic fantasy adventure. This prequel, 
set 200 years before GoT, tells the 
story of the House of Targaryen. 
Matt Smith, in a shift from his roles 
as Doctor Who and Prince Phillip in 
The Crown, plays Prince Daemon, a 
warrior and dragonrider with dragon’s 
blood flowing through his veins! The 
cast also includes Paddy Considine, 
Olivia Cooke and Rhys Ifans.
HBO Max, August

FILM Where the Crawdads Sing
Reese Witherspoon’s production 
company is behind the adaptation 
of this best-selling novel to the big 
screen. The murder mystery tells 
the tale of Kya (played by Normal 
People’s Daisy Edgar Jones), 
who is abandoned as a child in 
the marshlands of Carolina and 

raises herself against the odds. She 
befriends two young men from the 
local town, and when one is found 
dead, she becomes the prime suspect 
in his murder. The truth is as murky as 
the marsh itself. 
In cinemas July

BOOK Little Dancer
Inspired by the iconic Degas sculpture 
of a young dancer, this enchanting 
historical novel by author Melanie 
Leschallas relates the fictional 
story of Marie – ballerina, muse 
and revolutionary. It’s a heady, 
intoxicating tale, set in Impressionist 
Paris, with Bohemian artists, 
anarchists and the bourgeoisie, and a 
devastating family secret at its heart.
Publishing in July, £10.99 Unbound

TV The Midwich Cuckoos
Any TV show starring Keeley Hawes 
is worth setting the record button for. 

When it’s the creepy remake of a cult 
classic, then we’re all blocking out our 
binge watch in our diaries. Set in the 
sleepy suburban town of Midwich, 
events take a supernatural turn when 
women of childbearing age pass out, 
then mysteriously wake up pregnant. 
A malevolent force is behind the 
arrival of these seemingly innocent 
children – the cuckoos of the title. 
Hawes plays a psychotherapist trying 
to understand what is happening, 
supported by Max Beesley as a local 
police inspector.
Sky & NOW TV, Autumn

FILM The Railway Children Return
This sequel to the 1970s classic sees 
Jenny Agutter return in the role of 
Bobbie – but five decades on. This 
time the action is set during World 
War II and tells the story of three 
evacuee children arriving at the iconic 
Yorkshire railway station to escape 
the Blitz. The adventures begin when 

the children find a soldier hiding in the 
station yard and discover he is also a 
long way from home. Sheridan Smith 
plays Bobbie’s daughter. 
In cinemas July

BOOK Good Pop, Bad Pop
When Pulp frontman, Jarvis Cocker, 
cleared out his loft, this is what he 
found… From ticket stubs to tour 
photos, polycotton shirts to (so many) 
pairs of broken glasses, the contents 
reveal the workings of his writing, 
performance, style and stagecraft. 
Publishing in May, £20 Penguin

TV Marriage
If you’ve loved Nicola Walker’s return 
in season 3 of The Split, look out for 
more marital drama later this year. 
A four-part series, Marriage dissects 
the 30-year relationship of Emma 
(Walker) and her husband Ian, played 
by Sean Bean. Expect a deep dive into 

the intimacy, insecurities, risks and 
gifts of a long-term relationship.
BBC, Autumn

FILM Elvis
Premiering at the Cannes Film 
Festival in May, this biopic tells the 
tale of the hip-swinging rock’n’roll 
star (played by Austin Mitchell) 
through the prism of his complicated 
relationship with his enigmatic and 
controlling manager, Colonel Tom 
Parker (Tom Hanks). With director 
Baz Luhrman in charge (Moulin 
Rouge, The Great Gatsby), expect 
showstopping visuals as well as the 
King’s biggest hits.
In cinemas May

BOOK Companion Piece
Ali Smith is a novelist whose recent 
works have been written and published 
in almost real time, so that she 
explores what’s happening in the 

world as we live it. After her Seasonal 
quartet – books named Autumn, 
Winter, Spring and Summer, published 
between 2016 and 2020 – comes 
Companion Piece. This luminous read 
celebrates companionship in all  
its many forms; make it your new 
literary friend.

What’s on  
this summer
From your latest binge watch 

to the hottest reads and 
cinema picks, here’s the best 

of the season’s entertainment.
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SOLO EXPERIENCE
� Slow Adventure | Lochaber, Scotland

If you’re looking for a more mindful 
escape from the everyday, then catch 
a ride with new travel company Slow 
Adventure. It creates immersive 
journeys that connect you with 
landscape, food and local culture, 
and have a positive impact on the 
communities they touch. Destinations 
include Sweden and (soon to come) 
Iceland and Italy, but it’s their 
Scottish off ering that makes a brilliant 
staycation. Hike through mountains 
and glens on an off -grid camping 

experience, learn foraging and 
wilderness skills from a base in 
an award-winning coastal inn, or – 
our favourite – stay on a cosy yacht 
and learn sailing and wild yoga.

From £190 per night; 
slow-adventure.com.

FAMILY GETAWAY
� The Quiet Site | Ullswater, 
The Lake District

This award-winning eco holiday park 
is a kids’ dream, with plenty to keep 
parents happy, too. Characterful – 
and aff ordable – accommodation 

includes underground Glamping 
Burrows, carbon neutral Gingerbread 
Houses, timber Pods and Cabins. 
There’s an on-site Zero Waste Shop, 
plus The Quiet Bar pub with live 
music. During the day, explore 
waterfalls and fells, stately homes and 
bike rides. Back at the site, you can 
skip cooking and enjoy a wood-fi red 
pizza or freshly made crepes.

From £40 per night for a camping pod 
sleeping 2 adults and 2 small children; 
thequietsite.co.uk

FRIENDS REUNION
� Edgar House | Chester, Cheshire

Getting together for a big celebration 
with friends or family? Then super-
smart Edgar House has all you need 
to keep all generations happy. The 
Regency property by the waterside 
in the Roman city of Chester has 
space for 16 guests in seven en-suite 
bedrooms, an enormous kitchen, plus 
a cinema room, games room, library 
and two terraces. Chester’s smart 
shops and restaurants (and the zoo) 
are on your doorstep, and if you want 
a special night in, you can book a 
private chef, wine and cheese tasting, 

and magical themed sleepovers for 
younger guests.

From £3,850 for a midweek break; 
daisyjoy.co.uk

WEEKEND WITH THE GIRLS
� The Devonshire Arms Hotel & 
Secret Spa | Skipton, Yorkshire

This country house hotel off ers 
a luxury escape in the beautiful 
surroundings of the Yorkshire Dales, 
with interior design supervised by the 
Duchess of Devonshire. A perfect 
place to stay with the girls, there 
are 40 rooms plus three gorgeous 

cottage ‘boltholes’ to choose from, 
two restaurants, a terrace champagne 
and seafood bar, and best of all, an 
incredible spa. If you want to make 
your stay really special, or simply want 
to treat yourself for the day, book a 
spot at The Secret Spa – you’ll have 
use of a beautiful bell tent for the day, 
with robes and slippers, complimentary 
refreshments, comfy furniture and 
even a log burner.

Midweek Secret Spa day, including 
accommodation in a Classic room and 
full English breakfast, from £425 for two; 
devonshirehotels.co.uk

Home for
the holidays

If you want a family getaway or weekend 
with the girls, a big friends reunion or 

solo adventure, we’ve got you covered. It’s 
time to pack your suitcase with our pick 

of favourite staycation spots.

HOME ST YLE

The Quiet Site

Lochaber, Scotland

The Quiet SiteThe Devonshire Arms Hotel & Secret Spa

Edgar House
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Request a FREE brochure  
or book a design visit today 

hammonds-uk.com
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